
WAITING FOR THE SPIRIT 

T he rollercoaster ride of the disciples has taken yet another 
turn. From the expectations of their first meeting with 

Jesus—when everything started to make sense for them, 
and they were convinced they had found the great king who 
would free them from the Roman occupation—to the talk of 
suffering and death. From the growing desire for power and 
authority with Jesus to the realisation that the power to 
serve is all that matters. From the familiar gathering of 
friends at the Last Supper to talk of betrayal. From running 
away as their Lord was led to be crucified to the exhilaration 
of seeing him raised from the dead. From the comfort of 
having the risen Jesus with them once more to guide them 
and answer their questions, to gazing heavenwards as he 
leaves them with the promise of sending the Spirit. So, again 
they find themselves hiding in the Upper Room, waiting for 
the promise to be fulfilled and for it all to make sense again 
in a new sort of way. They wait, yearning for a new 
beginning, for a new strength and a new hope. 

The wait is so important. In waiting they find time to join 
together in prayer—they grow, through the shared  
experience of Jesus's life. Their wait makes the final gift 
even more special, for in waiting their expectation is  
enriched, their hearts open wide to accept the fullness of 
the Spirit and to be transformed by Him. 

Waiting in so many of its guises is a vital part of our  
Christian experience: there is no true Christmas without  
Advent; no Easter Glory without Lent—and no real  
experience of the Spirit without time to realise our need for 
his presence. So, let us wait now, in the real hope that  
everything will be made clear for us, and that through all 
the trials and tribulations of our modern-day world God will 
indeed turn all things to good. 

MARIAN HALF-HOURS on FRIDAYS OF MAY 
To celebrate May, the month of Mary, we will celebrate a 
Marian (meaning “for Mary”) Half Hour at 6.30pm before 
the evening Mass each Friday of the month. We may recite 
the Rosary, or there may be other prayers and devotions 
used. Come along and take part, giving thanks that Mary the 
mother of God is given to be our mother too. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
• Pentecost Sunday—celebrated at all Masses next weekend, 

27th/28th May. Please, if you can, come to Mass that day 
dressed in something red to identify with the tongues of fire 
and the liturgical colour of the day, and stay behind after the 
morning Masses for a celebration (with cake!) of the 
Church’s Birthday in the halls. 

• The Parish Summer Fair will be held at St Mary’s Hall on  
Saturday 8th July. If anyone would like to run a stall or help on 
the day please let Fran know. Raffle tickets will go on sale 
next week. Donations for the tombola, bottle tombola and 
raffle would be greatly appreciated. Thank you! 

DIOCESAN SYNOD 
Running alongside the Universal Church Synod initiated by 
Pope Francis, Bishop John has launched a Diocesan Synod 
here in Salford, with the purpose of increasing our sense of 
listening to the Holy Spirit and seeking that divine guidance 
in all that we plan and do. We are seeking two representa-
tives, who will receive full training in their roles, to help 
drive the Synod forward in our own parish. If this is some-
thing you feel might be of interest to you, please speak to Fr 
Martin or contact the parish office. Thank you! 

Fr JOHN BASHOBORA BRING & BUY 
The return, post-Covid, of the Father Bashobora Bring and 
Buy Sale, for his orphanage in Uganda! It will take place after 
all Masses on the weekend of 3rd/4th of June. Donations of 
any unwanted gifts and home-made/shop bought cakes to 
be sold on the day are very welcome. Your support makes a 
huge difference to the lives of the Children. Thank you! 

FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAMME 
Photos taken at last month’s First Communion meetings 
have now been put up in both of our churches. If your 
child’s photo has not been taken for any reason (and you 
wish it to be), please speak with Fr Martin after Mass. For 
those who missed the First Reconciliation Services, there 
will be an additional Service this Wednesday (24th May), 
6pm at Holy Cross. (Another alternative will be offered, if 
necessary, as St Gilbert’s are on Half-Term this week). 

OUR MISSION PRAYER 
Let’s not forget, just because the Mission Week is past... 

Father, pour out your Spirit upon us.  
Grant us a new vision of your glory,  

a new experience of your power,  
a new faithfulness to your Word,  

and a new consecration to your service,  
that your love may grow among us  

and your kingdom come. 
Through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

St KILLIAN’S CANDLES 
The new candle burning system for votive lights, with no 
waste and no smoke, has now been introduced at St Mary’s 
Church as well as Holy Cross. Whilst the suggested donation 
is increased to 50p, we do not wish this to prevent anyone 
from lighting a candle who wishes to do so—the figure is 
suggested and nothing more. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Peter Kerridge (founder of Premier Christian Me-
dia), Pastor Andrew Gallimore (Bridgewater Baptist 
Church), Bernie, Fr Kevin, Christine, John, Marie, Terry, 
Stewart, Nina, Mary, Juliana, Alistair, Wieslaw. 
Lately Dead: Pastor Bill Williamson (Eccles Congregational 
Church), Michael G Ward, Mary Anderson, James Murray. 
Anniversaries: Patsy Griffin, Theresa Carville, Sheila and 
George Devlin (Wedding Anniversary remembrance), 
Kathleen Royle (Birthday Anniversary), Michael G Ward, 
Joan Mannion, Lillian Peters, Mary Kelly, Marie Mackie, 
Bernard Collins, James Yellop (Birthday Anniversary). 
Remembrance: Tom and Shay Mannion, Edward Kelly, 
Maureen Duffy. 
We also pray: for Stephen, for Joan, for the ongoing fruits 
of our Parish Mission, for the victims of the Turkey/Syria 
earthquake and their families, for migrants, for the people 
of Ukraine and all those affected by the war there, for the 
people of Sudan, for Barbara Keeley, Rebecca Long-Bailey 
and all who serve us in Westminster, for peace all around 
the world, for an end to racism in all its forms. We pray 
for Fr John and the Syro-Malabar community, and for 
each of our schools. We pray for all world leaders, for 
God’s guidance and support throughout these troubled 
times, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing 
and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers 
and for a number of special intentions.  
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Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

USUAL SUNDAY MASS TIMES  
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:  9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are still currently suspended 
Refreshments after 9.30am Mass at St Mary’s 

and after 11.15am Mass at Holy Cross on 1st and 3rd Sundays 
Sunday Evening:  6.30pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions are usually available during Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament on Fridays and Saturdays. 
Please check the calendar below 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Marie Twemlow/Anna Raynor/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

MULTI-NATIONAL MASS 
We are preparing for a Mass in July to celebrate the many  
nationalities and cultures which make up our parish. We are 
looking for volunteers to read the scriptures and the bidding 
prayers in your native language, and also volunteers to  
prepare traditional foods and to suggest (or even perform!) 
music from other cultures and traditions. Please speak to Fr 
Martin or contact the office. Thank you to those who have  
already come forward—do, please, confirm your interest/
offer of help by emailing the parish office. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £1,032.25. The  
retiring collection for Survive MIVA raised £447.73, and the previ-
ous week’s collection for the SVP raised £132.43. Thank you also 
to all those who donate by Standing Order, Direct Debit, online 
and via the contactless devices at the back of both Churches. 

Calendar for This Week 
                   Saturday 20th May: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) * 
              7th Sunday of Easter Sunday 21st:  9.30am Mass at St Mary’s (with Fr Nicholas) 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross  
   6.30pm Mass at St Mary’s offered for Theresa Carville 

    Monday 22nd: No Mass in the parish on Mondays 
    Tuesday 23rd: 9.45am Rosary for Ukraine, followed by: 
       10.00am Mass at Holy Cross * 
    Wednesday 24th: 9.45am Rosary for Ukraine, followed by: 
       10.00am Mass at Holy Cross * 
       6.00pm Sacramental Programme “Catch-up” Reconciliation Service at Holy Cross 
                   Thursday 25th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross and All Saints’ School with Y5—All welcome 
    Friday 26th:  6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament * (with Confessions available) 
       6.30pm Marian Half Hour for the month of May * 
       7.00pm Mass, at Holy Cross * 
    St Augustine of Canterbury Saturday 27th: 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (with Confessions available) 
       followed by 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s 
       6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) * 
                   Pentecost Sunday Sunday 28th: 9.30am Mass at St Mary’s 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross (with Fr Nicholas) 
   6.30pm Mass at St Mary’s 

Saturday’s Vigil Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the 
week, and on our Facebook Page. It can also be viewed live and during the week on our YouTube channel. 

* Livestreamed 

MONTHLY PRIZE DRAW 
This begins again on 1st June. Please could your payments 
be made to Fran, who will also give you your membership 
card. Thank you! 

KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAFE 
Please ensure that children are supervised to and from the  
toilet. Sacramental Programme children should go to the grown-
up who brought them so that you can see them safely back. 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week throughout the diocese we pray  
for the Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Dormition 
(Assumption) of Mary, which belongs to the Ukrainian  
Catholic Eparchy (Diocese) of Great Britain. Let us then 
pray for the parishioners of the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
here in Manchester, together with Fr Andriy Tsaputa, their 
parish priest. May they know the peace of the Risen Lord.  

7th week of 

EASTER 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://donate.mydona.com/st-john-paul-ii-eccles
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

